Prince William County Animal Services Bureau
12 March at 10:22 -
Community Alert: Cats and Avian Influenza!
We want to raise awareness about a concerning health issue affecting cats. Several
states in the U.S. have reported confirmed cases of Avian Influenza, also referred to as
H5N1, among their feline populations. Both indoor and outdoor cats are now
considered to be at risk of exposure to H5SN1. Symptoms in cats are similar to many
other respiratory viruses, and may include coughing, sneezing, and nasal discharge.
Unlike a typical virus, however, neurologic symptoms may also present, including
lethargy, circling, tremors, and seizures.
The H5N1 virus is passed via infected bodily secretions, such as saliva, mucus, feces,
urine, and milk (dairy cattle), by direct contact with infected animals, or by exposure
to a contaminated environment. Wild birds, ducks, geese, and poultry are the natural
host species of the infection. However, recent information indicates that a large
variety of mammals are able to become infected - aside from cats, infection has been
found in rodents, marine mammals, squirrels, raccoons, skunks, opossums, weasels,
rabbits, bears, coyotes, and foxes. Owners of cats with outdoor access are encouraged
to limit their pet’s access to any source of food that could become contaminated.
If you notice any unusual respiratory and/or neurologic symptoms in your cat, please
consult your veterinarian immediately. If you come across any wildlife, or unknown
cat, who appears to be ill or injured, please do not touch the animal, but contact
703.792.6500 to assist you.
More information is available at the following links:
https://docs.google.com/.../2PACX.../pub
https://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/.../h5n1-avian.../
From another source of information, it is noted that if you feed raw diets to your

animals and the food is not properly handled it can also carry H5N1.
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https://www.facebook.com/PWCAnimals?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUSJE5PfmMaVNyCrG1jnaCiaD0Uq8i-ii7gwSm0is0YXJfbEj7BbDG89uR4gMJX7Cjr1StTVdK77oGLG_cycRtZh0xpyQ8JybosZCB-W1-8bJqhmdMdJaflRmJf2jqgKoa46xJ560DGgxH5waxuTDtFpf-QU_vQbph_T67ZJOj65-aNgCXlkngsHxNB5uv2xk5shqo4htumsmwE_klnBDg7CMDVna4u-HieEqGoCkI2bpzpjH3Ts79Yeif0l5njgvQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/PWCAnimals/posts/pfbid0k3CU4zZDJNoqdjmgQKeguRS9PFGL1BZmsCYyQ6avyoXaikjE3AjJn3EkmahKxMdWl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUSJE5PfmMaVNyCrG1jnaCiaD0Uq8i-ii7gwSm0is0YXJfbEj7BbDG89uR4gMJX7Cjr1StTVdK77oGLG_cycRtZh0xpyQ8JybosZCB-W1-8bJqhmdMdJaflRmJf2jqgKoa46xJ560DGgxH5waxuTDtFpf-QU_vQbph_T67ZJOj65-aNgCXlkngsHxNB5uv2xk5shqo4htumsmwE_klnBDg7CMDVna4u-HieEqGoCkI2bpzpjH3Ts79Yeif0l5njgvQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-y-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2Fe%2F2PACX-1vTlPL2hF3RrDVecqLsF0Viztp38eJEUSZpsJDNAYG1Rfun8pJuafOxXRLJZy5QiK0GZkrP18gbBeBr4%2Fpub%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3UG2JQ3y1Bd9nmC89yc-O6sKGkrNhfsEERHQ_PBMbH5B-HWLwXNAN3Vz0_aem_qyR7sb7eySDbWDVi8LD3XA&h=AT1Bkit4wJRk8hcpEjTXdrSK8lwc-AY1MTiUSwOzbK5TnVlDWM6iAFHXI0JYRbUvNk6q5bfAnNRNRW1BmDxAXtJpFbXSM-bmiO5-Xy5KlOfHoaXZxKuVE-Y7hH42PPTgmz21WG4CVP6cBkG7-Vkhp0jpeDGvBg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2JH61yO_p2evRZ10cYdYaybyTNxBoT7jeXLvt_sRliTGT6tjgUSDuK63RQgKcJqrS290ZUWj9huPNIBzonEtW77Lpo5IsP2mCSNtHgqGvTJnWn3hpA8RJDBRaNThV6UZ4QC8kJLa9UQkdXw6v4fmgQIfgj8allIQ5M2a8l68lBF8Le6Lp9pttquB-FLC26X-kWn-kadCg8xNgNhEL5SbJ5XAlpZqaRNtitnFb8TTZfSrjlxhzXPeoo7CImqksJLTcxK57ypqYwMqpu97zNd4Ag
https://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/2025/02/10/h5n1-avian-influenza-resources-for-shelters-rescues-and-access-to-care-clinics/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0wLdUtZmV1KgaWD0rxOrFyhUEmR5DziysbW_ZN77S_HLAoW2whUH9X6oQ_aem_WeVlQvms0ODQuWII40ku2Q

